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The recent lottara from Or., Hornig to you and to Ur. sesmans have
pointed up the need for formulating procadures io sssurs the protaciivn

25X1A NA3A may have on the use of

of our classified reconnaissance fzafram during any public discussions

casaars in sarth erbit, I belisve

it most important that any such discussions bo guided by a full wnder-
standing of pertinent security aspects and that photography shiained by

25X1A Nasa‘'suse of a

TALENYT-KEYHOLE systam.

camera will continue to be protected by the
I would welcome, thersfore. an opportunity

to review the procedures which you formulste to safegusrd the classiliod

reconuaisssnce program in this context,

Dr, Hornig
e, Seamens
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NRO, NSC and NASA

review(s) completed. 25X1A
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Rufas Taylor
Vice Admirsl. U, 3. Mavy
heting Director
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10 February 1967

25X1A rou| |

Mr. Reber has asked me to get with

to discuss the poten-—
tial problems we may face as a resuli of
NASA Congressional Lestimony regarding the
Apollo Applications Program,

25X1A |

25X1A

| | concern culminated in
the afttached (wo letters., We are moving

out at once, with| | assis- 25X1A
tance, to define public information and

perhaps "cover" procedures, ifl necessary.
Regarding the latter, my personal reaction

is that there is no reason for this machine
to transport "live" film,

You will see our paper as soon as it

is completed and prior to its release to .
Dr. llornig,

. e Best regards
Piis & VA !
25X1A B VAT

COMTROL SYSTEMS JOINT

25X1A
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Dvar Bob:

As I understand it, NASA's most recent program plans call for flying
the Tunar Survey and Mapping Cameras in carth orbit in 1968 as part

of the Apolilo Applications Program. I am aware that you have an agree-
ment with the NRO that photographs of the carth taken during these
flights by the camera will remain in the Talent-Keyhole system.,
However, it will soon be time for NASA to describe its 1968 plans to
Congress and the public, [ am ¢oncorned that if it is made priblic now
that these camera lights will be a part of the 1968 program, there will
be preat public pressure Lo release the photographs when the flights

A actually made. I so, in spile of your agreement and the good in-
tetvions of all concerned, it may not be possible to maintain the
classification of the photographs or poss.bly even the camera.

inoview of this, it would secem desirable that any public discussion of
vbis part of the NASA program should be carefully designed to conform
to a prearranged set of procedurcs which describe in some detail how
we will face the contlingencies that can be expected. Some of the ques -
tions that come to mind include, for cxample, whether we would publicly
siate that the photographs are classified or rclease degraded pictures
w.alen would hide camera capabilities, and how we would meet inquiries
cancerning the specifications of e camera.

I have asked Dr, Flax to let me know how we stand with regard to the
formulation of procedures which would conform to presently estabiished
Classification policy. I assumc that you are working closely with him
on tiis and [ hope that you will be able to avoid any public statements

i this regard until we have a set of procedures that has received con-
currence by an appropriate forum.

Sincerecly,

Donald ¥, Ilornig
Special Assistant to the President

for Science and Technology
Dr. Robert C. Seamans, Jr. '

4 )
Deputy Administrator C /.«’,4// Q%ﬁdewzl’

Nalional Aeronautics and Space Administration
Washington, D. C.
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February 9, 1967

Dear Al:

1
As I understand it, NASA's most recent program plans call for flyine
ihe Lanar Survey andeapping Cameras in carth orbit in 1968 as pait
of the Apollo Applications Program. I am aware that you have an agree-
ment with NASA that photograpns of the carth taken during these {lights
by the[____Jcamera will remain in the Talent-Keyhole system, Ilow-
cver, it will soon be time for NASA to describe its 1968 plans to Congress
and the public. I am concerned that if it is made public now that these
camera flights will be a part of the 1968 program, there will be great
public pressure to release the photographs when the flights are actually
inade. If so, in spite of your agreement with NASA and the good inten-
tions of all concerned, it may not be possible to maintain the classilica-
tion of thc photographs or possibly even the camera.

(n view of this, it would scem desirable that any public discussion of
this part of the NASA program should be carefully designed to conform
Lo a prearranged set of proccdures which describe in some detail how
we wiil face the contingencies that can be expected. Some of the ques-
tions that come to mind include, for example, whether we would pulflicly
state that the photographs are classified or release degraded picturcs
which would hide camera capabilities, and how we would meet inquiries
concerning the specifications of the camera. I would appreciate hearing
from you about where we stand in regard to the definition of such pro-
cedures.

Sincerely,

B

Donald . Hornig
Special Assistant to the President
for Science and Technology

Assistant Sceretary of the

Air Force for Research and Development \
The Pentagon !
Washington, D. C. . Cy
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